
Tips  for Correct Rear-Facing 
Car Seat Harnessing

Questions? Check the car seat manual, on-line videos, 
or call Maryland Kids in Safety Seats at 1-800-370-SEAT.

Use an infant seat until baby’s head is 1 inch from top of seat or the baby reaches the seat’s 
height or weight limits, then use a convertible car seat rear-facing to its rear-facing limits.

Head is At least 1 inch 
below top of seat

Only use inserts 
that come with the 
seat; check manual 

for use     

Harnesses flat 
and tightened so 
that you cannot 

pinch any 
webbing, but 
not indenting 

child

Harness straps come from the seat slot at or below child’s 
shoulders

No thick 
clothing or  blankets under child or harnesses

 Straps go
snugly over 
child’s legs, 
then buckle

Seat or base 
reclined 

per labels

Crotch strap  

in infant position 

and length

Chest clip level 
with armpits


