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It's Ti111e for Risk Watch® 
in Maryland 

Maryland ha received a Risk 
Watch® hampion Award for 2003 
from th ational Fire Protection 
A ociation ( FPA). The Emergency 
Medical ervices for Children (EMS ) 
program at MIEM Si th lead 
agency coordinating thi two-year ini­
tiative, along with other tate partner 
from the ffice of the Mary land State 
Fire Mar hal, the Mary land State 
Police, and the Maryland Department 
of Education. 

During the fir t year of th 
Champion Award, fi e communitie 
have committed to place the Risk 
Watch® program into 20 classroom in 
the fall of 2003. The e five comrnwu-

C1111dy Wright /ohnson , EMSC Program 
Director nt MIEMSS, speab nt the press co11 
fm· 11ce 011 Risk Watch Datt nt the Wheatley 
Special Cen ter ln't Octol>er. 

tie are the City of Bowie, Howard , 
Montgomery, and Prince George's 
counties, and private schools in 

harles ounty. During the second 
year of th Champion pr ject, the Risk 
Watch® program will expand into 100 
more clas room i.n Mary land with 
i.mplem ntation duri.ng the academic 
chool yea r. 

Risk Watch® progra m and CLLT­
riculum have be n part of the f dera l 

M Partner hip Gra nt for the pa t 
three years in Maryland. 
Int rdi ciplinary training work hops 
have been held at the Southern 
Maryland faU Pyramid Conference 
with participant from aero s the ta te. 
Maryland i fortLmate to have 
Montgorner and Prince George' 
counties that are air ady implement­
ing Risk Watch® through Federal 
Emergency Management Agency and 

FPA rnentorship grant . Baltimore 
and Frederick coun ties are exp loring 
Risk Watch® materials and identifying 
potential chool parh1erships. 

Risk Watch® in Maryland will be 
a success becau of th clo e working 
rela tion hip between EM , fire, rescue, 
law enforcement, public health, trans­
portation, ducation, and hospitals in 
ar as such a child passenger afety, 
poi on pr vention, burn pr vention, 
wa ter afety, ped trian safety, and 
other prevention activi tie that focus 
on both the child and th fa mily. 
Other partners in Risk Watch® include 
Maryland S FE KIDS, the Fire 
Prevention om mittee of the 
Maryland tate Firemen' A oc iation 
(MSFA), th Stat Highway 
Admi.ni stra tion, the Maryland Poi on 

Trn11 11111 Roo i11sits with children nt the 
Wheatley Special Center. 

Center, the Maryland Chapter of the 
American Trauma ociety (ATS), and 
the Maryland Departn1ent of atural 
Re ource . 

Through the EMSC Partner hip 
Grant, many countie have fLill ets of 
the Risk Watch® curriculum. Duri.ng 
the fi rs t year of the Risk Watch® 

ham pion Award, 50 "Ri ky Bu iness" 

(Continued on page 2) 

See Inside for 
Stars of Life 

Awards! 
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Risk Watch® in Maryland (con't.) 

Wheatley Spena/ Center studl'llts try 011 fire 
helmets a11d other fi ref ighter clothing as they 
learn about fire safety from 110/1111/ eer and career 
members of Prince George's Co1111ty fire/EMS 
Depart111e11t . 

(Con tinued from page 1) 

boxes will be provided to the partici­
pating chool . The e boxe are the 
tool kits p rovid ing cla room teacher 
the instructional material to make the 
l a rning environment "hand -on." 
Through two generous donations fro m 
the MSFA Fire Prevention Committee 
and the Maryland ATS, "Ri ky 
Busine " boxes will have graphic art 
and toy for each of the Risk Watch® 
modules. The MSFA Fi.re Prevention 
Committee ha agreed to provide both 
a 911 simula tor for the p roject and 50 
boxes with materia ls foc u ed on fire 
and burn afety, bike sa fety, sport 
and scooter safety, and wa ter safety. 
One of the key component for teach­
ers i the "Fire and Life Safety 
Educa tor Resource Kit" fro m the 
in terna tional Fire Service Training 
A socia tion. The Maryland ATS ha 
provided ma teri al related to play­
ground, bike, and home safety with 
TROO the Tra uma Prevention 
Kangaroo. In addi tion, the ATS "CAU­
TIO " game will be included to pro­
vide a group activity for children to 
demonstrate what they have learned 
about home and life safety. The 
MIEMSS Educational Support 

rvices/Media Department and 
EMSC are developing a D-ROM of 
pictoria l re ource for teachers that 
include different EMS, fire, and law 
enforcemen t per onnel in treet uni­
form and full af ty gear. The 

MIEMSS Region V Offic ha taken 
the lead in deve loping and crea ting 
these ex ten ive teaching materials. 

The long-term goal i sta tewide 
avai lability of Risk Watch® to all class­
rooms in Maryland . To that end , a 
pilot project ha been ongoing for the 
past yea r with the Whea tley Special 
Center in Prince George's Cow1ty. 
Whea tley i the educational center 
ervi.ng over 700 d1ildren from 2 

through 6 yea rs old who have special 
lea rning needs, pecial health care 
need , and are in need of special types 
of pre chool experience . Through an 
EMSC InjLu·y Prevention Special 
Project awarded to the Region V 
Emerg ncy Educa tion Council and 
Whea tley, an adapted set of "Risky 
Busine " boxes have been incorporat­
ed into the clas room and library 
resource . Maryland EM C Day in 
May of 2002 wa held a t Whea tley to 
focus on the sometimes daily contac t 
this sp cial group of children have 
with fire and EMS providers in th ir 
community. 

What Is Risk Watch®? 
Risk Watch® i the fir t compre­

hensive injury prevention program 
available for use in school . Risk 
Watch® is a school-based curriculum 
that links teacher with communi ty 
afety experts and parent . The cw·­

r icul um i divided into five age­
appropria te teaching modules: Pre­
K/ Kindergarten, Grades 1-2, Grades 
3-4, Grad s 5-6, and Grades 7-8. 
Within each grade module, the follow­
ing ri k areas are presen ted at a devel­
opmentally appropria te level: Fire & 
Burn Prevention, Motor Vehicle Sa fety, 
Bike & Pedestr ian Safety, Water Safety, 
Poi.son Prevention, Falls Prevention, 
Choking, uffoca ti on, and 

trangulation Prevention, and 
Fi.rearm Injury Prevention. The pro­
gra m includes activities fo r the home, 
parent / caretaker letters, and p re- and 
po t-kn wledge eva luation . Most 
importan tly, Risk Wa tch® give chil­
d ren and their fami lies the skill and 
knowledge they need to crea te afer 
horn sand comm unitie . The need of 
a ll children and their famiJie wi ll be 
grea tl y erved by the interd i ciplinary 
na ture of the Risk Watch® program 

and the injury prevention education 
that will be off r d through the 
Marylan d Risk Watch® Management 
Team . 

For more information on Risk 
Watch® visit the PA web ite a t 
www.nfpa.org/ ri skwatch/index.htm l. 
The web site include page for teach­
ers, parents, children, and ad vocates. 

For mor information on the 
Maryland Risk Watch® Managem nt 
Team, contact the EMSC Program 
Office and Cynd y Wright-John on at 
cwri ght@miem .org. 

Who Are the Children 
Of Maryland? 
Demographic Information fo r 2000 
Year Data 

Age Number of % of Total 
Children Population 

0-4 year 353,393 6.7 

5-9 years 391,318 7.4 

10-14 yea r 392,135 7.4 

15-19 years 356,119 6.7 

State Total Population : 5,296,486 
* Source: US Census 2000 

In Search of . .. 
Success Stories 

We are looking for Risk Watch® in 
action across Maryland. Please contact 
the MIEMSS EMSC Program Offic 
(410-706-1758) regarding uccess stories. 

TO: EMS Prehospital Providers 
FROM: The Brain Attack Team 

The Maryland Brain Attack Center 
at the Uni versity of Maryland 
Hospital w ish to thank you fo r your 
extrao rdinary efforts for stroke 
pa tient in Maryland. 

Without yo ur xpert care in the 
field, no pa tient would benefi t 
fro m available troke treatment . 

We look forward to working with 
you ngnin soon! 
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Supporting Booster Seats 
From Experience 

It was a dark, rainy Sunday n ight 
a few months ago when I was driving 
with my -year-old daughter Emily 
and 5-year-old son Glen. We were 
going to pick up tickets for a local 
hor e race just 4 miles from our hou e. 
We didn' t think we were going to get 
into a car era h. 

As a parent, I under ta.nd how 
difficult it i to ecure kid in car 
re traint the right way every time. 
But I make it a point to do o. For as a 
trauma nur e, I ee what happens 
wh n you don' t buckle up veryone 
right all the time, and as a registered 
d river, I under tand that the safe tra -
el of my pa engers, while I am dri­
ving, is my re ponsibility. I am o 
grateful that, on tha t Sunday night in 
particular, we buckled up everyone 
right-both children in boo ter eat . 

Our car wa tota led and the truck 
tha t hit u wa totaled also. Emily 
brui ed her che k and had a ore 
shoulder. Glen had no injuries. Of the 
thr e of us, I got the worst injuries­
terrible whiplash and a herniated di c 
in my neck. But again, th e are very 
mi.nor injurie compared to the alt r­
native , and I am very grateful. 

Al o I note that both children 
now have new booster a t . (Once in 
a crash, all child re traint and ea t 
b It should be replaced .) 

+ Chri Owen, RN, BS 
CPS Ho pita/ Project Coordinator 
EMS for Childre11 Program, MIEMSS 

From Research 
According to a study in the 

June 4, 2003 i sue of fo11rnal of the 
American Medical Associatio11, 
re earcher from the Department of 
Pediatrics at Chi ldren's Hospital of 
Philadelphia, and the Center for 
Clinica l Epidemiology and 
Bio tatis tics at the University of 
P nnsylvania School of Medicine, 
focused on 4,243 children age 4-7 
years who w r in 3,616 era hes in 
i.n ur d vehicles in 15 state . 

They found that the ri k of injury 
for children in booster sea t wa 59 
p rcent le than tha t for children in 
ad ult a t belt alone. In addition, 

children in booster eat had no 
injLu·ie to the abdomen, 
neck/ pine/ back, or lower extremi­
tie , while children in seat belt alone 
had injuries to all body regions. 

Why the New Child 
Passenger Safety Law Is 
Important 

The new child passenger afety 
Jaw is an effort to address the "forgot­
ten child"; children older than 4 year 
do not always properly "fit" into an 
adul t seat belt y tern. Under 
Maryland's current law (pre- ctober 
1, 2003), a parent or caregiver could 
understand that it i OK to transport a 
five-year-old child who weighs 41 
pound in a regular sea t belt and say 
good-bye to "baby seats." 

However, a major finding from 
the research project known as Partners 
for Child Passenger Safety (a partner­
ship between the hildren' Ho pita! 
of Philadelphia and tate Farm 
Insurance Companies) is that "the 
number of appropriately restrained 
children drops off dramatically 
between the age of 3 and 8. Many of 
the e children, who should be u ing 
car seats or belt-positioning booster 
s a t , are being inappropriat ly gradu­
ated to the adu lt sea t belt. As a re ult, 
they ar more likely to suff r signifi­
cant injuri , particularly head 
injurie " in the vent of a motor vehi­
cle ra h. The mo t appropriate way 
to secure a five-year-old child who 
weigh 41 pound i to put th child 
in th back sea t in a booster seat that 
addre e a higher weight limit and 
provide for u e of a lap and hould r 
belt. 

We know that children who are 4 
year old and who weigh more than 
40 pounds are still not read y to be 
tran ported secured by vehicle sea t 
belt alone. S at belt are made for 
adult . When children are placed in a 
sea t belt system tha t d oe not fit, they 
tend to not po ition the belt properly. 
They may p lac th belts under their 
arm or behind their back. Thi may 
cau e ever abdominal injuri s in th 
event of a crash or leave th m without 

Properly buckled up: 5-yenr-old Glen n11d 8-
ycnr-old Emily Owe11. 

Maryland's Revised 
CPS Law 

Maryland 's revised child pas-
enger afety Jaw (CPS) goes into 

effect October 1, 2003. It states that 
all children younger than six years 
old (regardless of weight) or 40 
pounds or less (regardless of age) 
must ride in a correctly used ch ild 
restraint y tern tha t meets federal 
tandard . (The child restraint must 

be right for the ch ild's size, age and 
weight.) 

In addition, children riding in a 
vehicle registered out ide of 
Maryland must continue to meet 
exis ting Maryland law which man­
d ates enforcement up to age four 
and 40 pow1ds. 

Maryland 's law a lso require 
that "a person may not transport a 
child younger than 16 year of age 
Lmless the child is secured in: a child 
safety ea t or a vehicle's ea t belt in 
all seating position in all vehicles." 
Finally, it sta tes tha t "a child younger 
tha t 16 years may not r ide in an 
unenclosed cargo bed of a pick-up 
truck." 

upp r body prot ction, a potential for 
se re head injury. boo ter sea t rais­
es or "boo t " a child up and, in some 
cases, forwa rd to allow the belt to fit 
as if the chi ld were an adult- th reb 
ensuring th vehicl re rraint ystem, 
optimal performance. 

ome children will ben fit from 
booster eats u_ntil age 8. e the 5-
Step Te t ( ee pag 4) as a guide in 
determining proper eat belt fi t or go 
to the website www.carseat.org. For 

(Co11ti1111ed on page 4) 
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Supporting Booster Seats (con't.) 
(Conti1111ed f rom pnge 3) 
more information, or to get a Ii t o f 
upcoming ea t checks in you ar a, call 
Maryland Kid in Safety ea ts (KI S) 
a t 1-800-370-SEAT or check their web-
ite www.mdkiss.org. 

+ Chris Owe11, R , BS 
CPS Hospitnl Project Coordinator 
EMS for Cllildre11 Progm111, Ml EMSS 

One Size/Law Doesn't 
Fit All 

Tile followi11g is reprinted fro m 
" ews ates f ro111 Kids in Snfe ty Sen ts, 
Summer 2002," published by the 
Mn ryln11d KISS, Mnryln nd Depnrt111ent of 
Hen/th & Mental Hygiene. 

Maryland's revised Child 
Passenger Sa f ty (CPS) Law, which 
ta ke effect October 1, will n o t chan ge 

ewton's Law of Phy ics tha t ta t 
"an object in motion will remain in 
motion LLntil acted on by a n outside 
force .... " But the re are hope that by 
requiring children up to 6 yea rs of age 
to LLSe a child re traint device, m ore 
parents will "d o the r ight thing" and 
m ove children into booster sea t 
before u ing the adult sea t b lt sys­
tem. 

B t p ractice indica tes tha t m ore 
children will benefit from booste r eat 
u e beyond the age of 6, Lmtil aroLLnd 
8 yea rs of age. The ent r fo r Di ease 
Control report tha t 56 pounds i the 
median we ight fo r an -year-o ld and 
80 poLLnd i the average weight for 
an 11-year-old . o w hy d oesn ' t 
Maryland ' law include a minimum 
weight (above the curr nt 40 pound ) 
in add ition to the age limit provisi n? 
O ne exp lana tion: enforcement ru1d 
com p li ance may be d iffic ult beca LL 
neither a law en forcem nt officer nor a 
parent may know the child 's we ight. 

De pite laws requiring certain 
age, weight, or height li m it for boost­
er ea t u e, p roper be lt fi t i Lictua lly 
the best g uideline (see th e "5 Step 
Te t"). There can be huge va ria ti ons in 
chil d ren's phy iq ues, which presen t a 
wide range of results in fi tting ca r 
sea t , boo ter sea ts, and ea t belt . For 
example, a child may "fit" into one 
vehicle' ea t belt befo re the age of 

eight o r 80 po unds beca u s/he ha a 
long tor o or th ca r ha a ha llow 
ve hicle ea t and low should e r belt 
an chor. In fact, tha t same child may 
experience correct be lt fit in one fa mi­
ly vehicle, but s till ma y n ed to use a 
booste r sea t in a nother vehicle! 

Severa l month ago, KJ SS repre-
enta tives encounte red a s itua ti on 

where s ix-year-olds riding in an SUV 
fit b tte r in th vehicl sea t belt than 
they did with a booste r s at because 
th ir head s were a t the roo f of the 
v hicl e in the "stadium-type" third 
row. 111 theory (looking s trictl y a t their 
he ights and w eight ), the children 
hould have been in a boo te r sea t, 

but they "pa sed " the 5-Step Te t fo r 
correct be lt fit in tha t eating po ition. 

Like anything in chi ld pas enger 
safety, there a re no absolute o r quick 
fixes. However, it is believed tha t 
Maryland ' revi ed CPS Jaw will pro­
tect a g rea ter numb r of children by 
promoting longer use of appropria te 
re tra int in vehicles. 

For more informa ti on on boost r 
sea t , the n w law, or o ther ca r eat 
que tions, pleas ca ll Mar yland Kids 
in Safety ea ts a t 800-370- EAT. 

Need a Booster Seat? 
The 5-Step Test 

If your child i n't using a boo t­
er, try this simple test the next time 
you ride together in the car. 

1. Doe the child sit all th way 
back against the auto seat? 

2. Do the chi ld 's knee bend 
comfortably a t the edge of the 
auto eat? 

3. Does the b It cros the shoul­
der between the neck and the 
arm? 

4. Ts the lap belt as low a po si­
ble, touching the thigh ? 

5. Can the child tay like thi for 
the whole h·ip? 

If you an wered "no" to any of 
these que tion , your child need a 
boo ter eat to ride afely in the car. 
Kids like boo ters because they a re 
more comfortab le, too! 

--------------------------- - -·- - - ·-

MARK YOUR CA LENDARS! 

PENINSULA REGION AL 
M EDICAL C ENTER 

and 
TH E D EPART M ENT OF TRAU MA 

Prese11t the 

14th ANNUAL 
TRAUMA CONFERENCE 

SEPTEMBER 19, 2003 

****NEW LOCATION**** 
"Carousel Re ort Hotel" 

Ocean City, Maryland 
Come to the beach a11d e11joy Ocea11 City's seco11d 
sea 0 11 a11d S1111fest, while atte11di11g a co11ference 

w/1ich addresses current topics i11 tra11ma 

nus co FERE CE IS I TE D D FOR 
PREHOSPITAL PROVIDER AND URSES 

For More !11formatio11 or Registratio11 Form 
Co11 tact 

LI A HOHL, RN 
TRAUMA UR [ COORDfNATOR 

PE I SULA UECIONAL MED ICAL CENTER 
(410) 543-7328 

Co11ti1111111g Ed11catio11 Credits will be awarded 

Disciplinary Actions 

The following fi11n l discipli 11nry 
actions were tnken by the EMS Board on 
tile dntes indicated: 

B-2002-183-(EMT-B)- March 11, 
2003. (By di position agreem nt) Two­
yea r p roba tion with ra ndom drug 
testing and p ychia tric evalua tion at 
beginning and end of proba ti onary 
period fo r imp roperl y d evia ting from 
assign d inte r-facili ty transport d e ti­
na tion and con um ing a lcohol during 
re turn from tran po rt. 

R-2002-203-(CRT)-April , 
2003. Revoca tion of CRT Licen e fo r 
tealing money from pa tient LLnder 

prov ide r 's care. 
R-2002-204-(EMT-B)-April 8, 

2003. Revoca tion of EMT-B certifica­
ti on fo r pleading g uilty to theft over 
300 w ith right to r apply up n a tis­

fac tory comple tion of coLLrt-o rd ered 
proba tion . 

R-2002-205-( MT-B)- pril , 
2003. Revoca tion o f EMT-B certifica­
tion fo r p l ad ing g uilty to theft under 
300 with right to r apply upon sa tis­

fac to ry comple tion of cour t-o rd e red 
p roba tion. 
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New EMS/DNR Order Forms 
A new, simpler Emergency Medical ervices/Do ot Re u citate (EMS/D R) form i being introduced 

on July 1, 2003. Thi form will be easier for patients and their caregiver tor ad and use. It remains easily 
identifiable a an EMS/D R ord r (see below). Th old EMS/D R order or brace! tor a.ny copy of the 
order r main valid. 

The new form will be available on the MI MSS web ite a a downloadable document. Pia tic bracelets 
may still be ordered through MIEMSS at 410-706-4367. Patient and car givers without acces to the inter­
net may order fonn through MIEMSS at 410-706-4367. Pa ti nts will also be able to obtain metal Medic­
Alert bracelet by contacting Medic-Alert directly at 00-432-5378. 

EMS personnel are authorized to initiate the EMS/D R protocol when pre ent d with an original 
EM / 0 R order, a copy of an EMS/D R order, an EMS/ D R order from another state, a pla tic 
EMS/DNR order bracelet, a Medic Alert EMS/D R bracelet or pendant, an oral D R order from on-line 
medical direction, or an oral DNR order from an on-sit phy ician. Other health car provider may al o 
recogniz and follow an EMS/D R order. 

~ Maryland Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 
~Do Not Resuscitate (DNR) and Medical Care Order 

Thd form is • phys1esa11a order under wtidl EMS personnel .,.,.. no1 enemp1 resusatabOn v.hen the 
pa1ien1 named below ia In cartbc: 1noS1 (no palpable pulse) Of resp1111ory arres1 (no spontaneous brHln· 
ing) ThlS lorm a!IO instructs EMS J>e'"'°"'* on mtorvenDOnS before anest EMS personnel who ice this 
order Of • copy ot It or phytcnl evdonol of II (the 1rtached bfacelel or Mede Alert tn.c:.let or Mcldace 
with DNA errCMKn) are to prCMde Clfl in eoccwdl.oce vr.ith ttlCS order and appllcable Mlryland M~ 
Proeoools IOI EMS PJOYlden Oth4tr h .. lth care proondot'S ml)' ptOll'lCle or ¥r1thhc:Md care related 10 cardlac 
Of rupiralOfy annt in eoc:ofdence Wllh this order 

Patient Identifying Information 

Doteot Birth _ ___ _ ________ Geode<--------

Physician 's Order 
I. lhe undet'Slgned lcens.fd ph)'l'cian, hereby lhlt omervooey medical seMCet personnel ptOVido ca1e as 
JP«lfted below (lnlt lal one opUonJ 

D Option A: 

Mu:lmum Efforts to Prevent Cardiac/Respiratory Arrest 
ONA It Arrest Occurs-No CPR 

Pnot IO an•t. al 1nterwinoons •lowed under The Mairytand Medical Protocols tor EMS Providers. end 
c:omton care No CPR 11 arTGSI occurs 

D OptlonB: 

Supportive Caro Prior to Cardlac/Ruplratory Arrest 
ONA If Arrest Occurs-No CPR 

Pnor to anes1. opening the &•IWllY by non-10VU1Ve means providing pe.SS1Ye oxygen. con1ro11ing external 
bM4dlng. po1.1ucnng lcw comfort and other comto'1 measures. spW\ltng. pain medtcaoon by orc:Mrs througti 

on-Intl mectc.I dlrectM:>n, and ll"antp0f1 u appropriate No CPA II arrest OOCUtl 

Physician 's Certlflca.llon 
I het'eby certity that this order 11 en1erect as 1 result ol ~ "'1th. and the stlormed conson1 or 
(lnlt'-1 one option) 
__ the patient. or 

__ the patienl'S hoahh care 1gen1., named W'I adv•nce Oroc:t.vo, or 

--the petient'1 surrogate (induding 1 i.g..I guardian, It one Ms been •Pf>Ol'llod). Of 

__ 11 the pauent ts 1 minor. lhe pn11enrs per.nt or •' guardian 

tf none ot theso are W'l•tialed I certity that J ontared lhis order on the baSlS or 
__ mttuebOnl In the patieor1 advance directrve: or 

__ my 09rt!hcallon, w th a MOOnd ~·· concunence. lhal CPA would be medic.ally inollectrve 

Physician 's Slgnalure and ldenllfylng Information 

N•"'°------------------------~ 
&gnaw"-----------------------­
Oate - - ------------------------

MarytandllcensoNumber --------------------

Physban Phono Nutrber --------------------
11 bracelet Is to be used used, complete ell lnlorm•tlon , Inc luding phy1lcl1n'1 sig nature, on each 
bracolot and separate at perforation. 

:~~~'::~~ ... ~~;;;·:::·····:····!r;;,;::· .... ~.?:?.:O ... ;o=-.:~;~=·:··· 
:t1f'C '1t r"Wlr1 , ..... ,.... _ ..,..., $1 Q :,lll.'•• \IOr~•I l 

L~!"-~~-~~~-:":'.':'.~----········-·· ::! ............... n:t".cn~l'ft":.'f~l":'l.·.•:w •••• ••• •••••..• 
i~::.:~~~~~in .. ~·· el - o~"":" .. ="'--=- •o=::~··'= 
i t{jEJ 21 .... ,,_ 
: -,, :"ll>"·-
:11 .... ,.... ... ...,. ..... ,M • ..-.... ():'10~ "10 ...... l I 

~~-~~~~~~-~-:'-~~---·-·······---~L .............. nf'l'.'l't~m.,.·•~r.""--:~---·--········· 
l ~;,:~~~';:~Wa.c:.:.,~ --.n !l 'D~?~="':"'..=- •D :::::-:":':,.•.'::,' 
i 8{%1 ~;,., '•- r• 008 / 
: '01"11"•- °'1N•Oou I 
:t11""•rr•"a~ "'-'·~- ...... • () !\If)~ "IDr~ .. I I 
t!".~~~-~-!--~-~-~-~-io:.~~~---·-······-··--":'".: ........... ..... t't'!':S't'.~~t!!(.~~-~-O:'n't • •• • • •••••••••• 

I. tr a pa lknt nttd 1nuupo r1 b) 111nbul:1oct and ts unablt 10 communkalt tht d t~irc not 
10 be rrsu!lti la tt d, 1hc p:u lcn l mU)I lun t :1 1-:M S/ONI~ O rdtr. 

?. T hi EMS/DNI~ Ord r is ,·• lid onl) if lgntd b) 1ht p:.1itnl"s phy~ i clan . 

3. I he 1 ~MS1) R Progrnm h11..s been de, eloped b) 1he MBI') lond l1bt1tutc for 
l~mc~"flC) Medi al Sc~ic~ S)\tcm> (Mil \1SS). on independent agenc) oftJ1c 
!llJtC or Mill) land. Ill COUJUOCtion \\ 11h lhc DoarJ l'll Ph) )11.:ian Qualit) Assurance. 
pursuant to Section ~-608 01 the llcalth-Gencral Ani le oftheAnnouucd Code of 
Maryland 

.z If )OU rn:cd further mfonn111ion, a ,11npn:hensl\c prog:rum booklet i~ ..a\lulnblc horn 1he 
MllMSS l·MS DNR Program office (-110)-706-1367. 

INSTRUCTIONS 

I) Complete the r MS D ft form and. if it ,., to be u~-d. the brocclc1 uu1horia1-
11on form 

2) lht\t the ph)\icio.n \lfitO the "Ph)>1cian Ct·nifica1ioo and Order" ond mi1111I 0 I Y ONI·. of 
!he t\\O Of'l1on;. 

3) Jr a 'In) I hrucclct 1> 10 be u"Sed. ha\c the ph)lllciun llign 1hc hrncdet in'\Cfu 1111he 001tom of 
the EMSr'DNR. If a metal bra det or nc1.~l:u:c I) dt:5ircd. con1oc1 Mt..-di\: Ah:nk- at 1-800-
432-5378 Ille) \\Ill !ICnd )OU the application and irifonnation rhC) \\ill require 11 cop) of 
th1~ order in order 10 procc<.., )OUr rcqu~t 

-1) II' a 'Ill) I bru1.:ckl will be used. be sure thL" Ln!ICM !!lb been compleled and sign1.-d. tear tht 
bracelet m>t."n off of the ongin3l IOrm. fold 11. tnm it along lhc da;hcd hnc. anJ inscn 11 in 
the 'In) I I M~ D~R bru clct that ha.' been prO\ iJcd Thl' brncclct nlA) be nom i.hout the 
\\nsl, hung Imm a nedlac.:e. or pmncd 10 do1hing 

5) Ilic I ~-1~ D R Order form hould be kept ma \file and rcadil) a'·ailablc plocc and be 
rttncHd for ~ponding LMS ("ICN'lf\llcl before their am\lll 

6) II a \Olid l·M\ Di R Order i> locatl.'.d allcr rc.,UM"ilatmn hll.\ begun. l·MS pctlonnd 1113) 

''11hdnm f'C"ll.~i1Dt1or1 Ambul:inee personnel cannOI honor ')pct1fic ln\tru t1oru. in od,ance 
d1n:tl1H· 1h.:11 do not cont'oml to the can: s.clcc11011" in the "Pahrnt or Authori1cd Dc~:1s1on 
Mali.er S101emcnt" (c:.g ''o.ni.. mtuh:Hion but no CrR) 

7) An l\I · I) R Onkr ma) be: n:"ok1..xl at :111) time b) 1hc ~limt'!I rcque-.t fOf rc-.u-.i;-i1.1tion 
mJdc din.-ctl) 10 mpondmg t•mcrgcnC) med1c.ll \tr\ ice'\ pcr.onm:I OR b) lht' ph) \iCal can 
ccllat1on or dc,1ruc11on of all lMS D R Order fonn~ bmcdeLs. ond 11edlacC!I \\Ith 1he 
1.:on":nt of the patient or the 11uthori1cd d\.-ci>ion mal.:cr 'ig.mng the lMS D R Onkr 

lk"ltrut:uvn ol nn LMS 1J~R Or'\kr. bnu.:clct. or ned.lncc1i "1thou1 consent t:amei. penalties 
under 1he llcahh Care De i>ion 1\cl 

8) I here is no c\p1mtion d..ilc !Or l·MS I), R Order, 111 r-.l:tl') lllnd 1 lll\\C' er. pauenb, their 
authonreJ JC\.· i..,ion lllJ~c"· Jnd attending ph) \1cians 3t't encouraged Ill re" 1c\\ the conlinu· 
mil need. dC'\1rc, nnd quulifica1ion for tin 1:-,ucd lM~ DNR .Order al lc:~I unnuall) 
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MIEMSS Presents 30 EMS A"Wards 
As part of the activ ities scheduler/ 

d11ri11g EMS Week (May 18- 24), 
MIEM prese11ted awards to EM 
prov iders n11d citizens tlrro11gho11t the 
stntefor their outstanding perfor­
mance i11 emergency medica l situa­
tions a11d for th eir con tributions to 
Maryla11d's EMS system . Awards in 
nine catego ries were given to people 
and organizatio11s; the wi1111ers repre­
se11ted all five of the EM regions. The 
awards ceremony was held May 22 at 
MIEMS . 

Photo a11d i11for111atio11 011 EMS 
Week activ ities will appear ill the 
next news letter. 

Maryland Star of Life 
Award 

La t Christma Eve eight people 
ri k d their Lives a they re cued a dri­
ver pinned i.n his burning car only ec­
ond before the car violently explod­
ed. Tho e recognized with the 
Maryland Star of Life Award for their 
courageou actions in thi incident 
were: Deputy First Clas Javier Moro, 
Deputy First Class Pat Dailey, 
Deputy First Class Todd Robinson, 
Corporal Ed Keplin, Deputy Fir t 
Class Sam Mitchell, Deputy Michelle 
Klein-all from the Harford County 
Sheriff' Office-and iviJians at U1e 

EMS tnr of Life 

c ne Randy Reinecke and Jeff 
Taylor. 

While responding to anoU1er call 
la t Christmas Eve, DF Moro saw a 
r d Chevy Blazer that had crashed 
head-on int a cement truck that had 
overturned. The driver of the cement 
truck wa able t tumble out of the 
pa enger window. But the driver of 
the Chevy Blazer was pinned inside, 
under a crushed dashboard, uncon-

iou and bleeding h a.vi i . 
omplicating the situation, a fire had 

tarted under the hood in the engine 
compartment and was spread ing to 
the driver's area. 

Five other personnel from the 
Harford Cow1ty Sheriff' Office had 
j in d DFC Moro, a long with two 
civilians Randy Reinecke and Jeff 
Taylor. They worked feveri hly to try 
to free the driver and to put out the 
fire with the six fire extinguishers 
from the heriffs' car . Fire per onnel 
had not yet arrived. o, without 
regard to their own per onal safety, 
th deputies and civi lian pried open 
the car door , u ing their hand and 
ntered the vehicle. All deputie and 

the civilians reached into an inten e 
working fire to free the victim from 
th wreckage, but were unsucce sful. 
A the fire continued to move through 

the opening of th vents and the 
flame moved to the driver's clothing 
and legs, they determined that the dri­
ver's ea tb It ha.me had been entan­
gled i11 the wr ckage. The moment 
had come when all of the fire extin­
guishers were gon and the vehjcle 
had begun to make a "popping" ound 
from the inten e heat. Seeing the 
opportunity for one final effort to free 
the drive, DFC Robinson re-entered 
the burning vehicl and cut the eat­
belt wiU1 hi pock t-knife. 

Hampered by the flames, smoke, 
and intense heat, the eight people that 
received Maryland Star of Life Award 
for their heroic action were able to 
free the driver and pull him to afety. 
Mere second lat r the pa enger com­
partment exploded violently into 
flames . TI1e driv r' leg and clothing 
were on fire as he was removed from 
the vehicle and w re extinguished by 
DFC Mitchell with his bar hands 

The deputi then a ttended to the 
medical needs of the driver, ignoring 
their own injurie , until fire and 
ambulance personn 1 arrived. The dri­
ver regained con ciou ne a hort 
time later and wa flown to the hock 
Trauma Center in Baltimore. 

(Continued on pnge 7) 

(L-RJ Dr. Robe1t Bass (MIEMSS Fxernt1ve Director), ore Javier Moro, 
ore Todd lfobi11 so11, Kme11 Poe !Gm•emor's Office o Com1111111ity 
Affairs), Cpl. [d Keplin, Deputy Michelle Kli11e, ivilia11 Randy 
Reinecke, C/ll(f fo/111 fra;:ier ([MS Board & Baltimore Cih; fire Dept.), 
a11d Ge11e Worlhingto11 !Preside11f, Maryla11d State Fire111e11 's Association). 
rDFC Pat Dailey, DFC Sam Mllchel/, a11d Civi/1a11 jl'ff Taylor were 1101 
able to atte11d. J 

EM Star of Life 
(l JU Dr. Robert Bass (MIEMSS Excwtwe D1rector), Clue fo/111 Fra:1er 
(LMS Board & Balt1111ore City Fire Dept.!, David Carrier ([MS 
S11perl'isor, Caroll/le Co. CMS), Dr. R1cltard Alcorta ( late CMS 
Medical Director), Greg Be1111ett (CJ11ef, Presto11 Vol. Fire Co.), Rym1 
Todd (A111b11lance Captai11, Pn»lo11 Vol. fire Co.!, Karen Poe (Goi>emor 's 
Offia of Co111m1111ity Affmrs), TFC Jesse Haas (MSP Easto11 Barrack), 
Jeffery Diggs, Trooper fames Blackwell, T/'C e1/ [/111, Sgt. Stc?ve Aaro11 
(all of the MSP Easto11 Barrack), and Gene Wortlti11gto11 (Pres1de11t. 
Man1la11d Stale firl'11w11 's Associatio11 ). 



(Continued fro 111 pnge 6) 

Maryland Star of Life 
Award 

Caroline County EMS, Pres ton 
Volunteer Fire Company, and the 
Maryland State Police at the Easton 
Barracks wer recogniz d with the 
Maryland Star of Life Award for their 
team ffort a fir , EM , and law 
enforcement people re ponding to a 
eriou vehicle era h that occurred in 

a rural area of aroline a unty. 
On March 3, 2002, a ingle vehicle 

carrying six people age 11 to 17, ran 
off a rw-al road, traveled across a fie ld, 
a re idential driveway, and a wood d 
area, before coming to a stop aga inst a 
tree. All the young people in the car 
were everely injured-four with life­
threatening injuries. 

David Carrier, th EMS sup rvi­
sor who was the medica l commander 
for th incident, ta ted tha t the volw1-
teer re pan e wa outstanding. Faced 
with a very difficult s itua tion, they 
treated very rious trauma injuries of 
the patient . Three Maryland State 
Polic helicopt r re p nded to the 
cen to transport five of the patient 

to the hock Trauma Center in 
Baltimore. The ixth p atien t wa taken 
by ambulance to Memoria l Hospital a t 
Ea ton. According to Robert 
Schoonover, the EMS Director of 
Carolin County EM , the incident 
quickly maximized the EMS resources 
the county ha available on a daily 
ba i . It was clearly the tate of 
Maryland EM Sy tern working at its 
be t that day in March. 

Maryland EMS Citizen 
Award 

Captain David Jones, Ensign 
John McGowan, Staff Sergea nt Paul 
Cottingham, and Larry Steele, 
received Maryland EMS Citizen 
Awards for their quick thinking and 
heroic actions that saved the live of 
Ed and Joanne Schaffer. 

On May 10, 2002, each of the fo ur 
EM Citizen Award winn rs wa trav­
eling in epara te vehicl on U . . 
Rout 40, wher each on stopp d to 
try to xtrica te Ed and Joarn1 Schaffer 
from thei1· ca r, w hich had become 
wedged and cru hed under the bed of 
a tractor trailer truck, following a hor-
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rible crash. 
Capt. Jone wa immediately 

behind the tractor h·aiJer involved in 
the era h, so he iJ1itially took charge. 
After realizing that specia l tools 
would be needed to get to the 
Schaffer from the rear of the ca r, he 
saw that the engine compartment was 
smoking and told everal onlookers to 
get fire xtingui her from their ca r . 
Four ex tinguisher were used to sup­
pre the fire, but within econds the 
fire bur t back to life with grea ter 
ferocity. Fuel line and ho e tarted to 
explode cau ing flame and moke to 
threa ten the re cuers a w II a th 
Schaffers. Capt. Jones, Ensign 
McGowan, ru1d ta ff Serg a nt 
Cottingham knew they had to get the 
couple out of their ca r or they would 
burn ali ve. 

They told the tractor trailer driver 
to back up 5 feet to 
give them ome 
acce s to Mr. & 
Mr . haffer. 
En ign McGowan 
and Staff ergeant 
Cottingham were 
able to pry op n 
the pas enger door 
to pull Mrs. 

and Steele were able to pull Ed out of 
the rea r of the vehicle .... Within 30 
econds of extracting the driver, the 

entire car exp loded into flames. Had 
we he itated for even one minute, the 
fire would h ave consumed both pas-
engers." 

En ign McGowan, a fo rmer para­
medic, ru1d Capt. Jone s tabilized Ed 
and Joann Schaffer alongside the 
road until Abingdon Fire Company 
arrived . By thi time, the car and truck 
were both on fire. The truck had been 
transporting Clorox o the area had to 
be cordoned off due to the toxic 
fl ames. The chaffers were taken by 
Ma ryland tate Police helicopter to 
Baltimore' Shock Tra uma Center, 
wh re th y made a rema1·kable recov­
ery and were able to attend the EMS 
Award ceremony. 

(Contin ued 011 pnge 8) 

chaffer out and 
place her away 
from the burning 
car. ap t. Jones 
wedged open the 
door behind th 
dri ver and saw 
that Mr. Schaffe r ' 
legs were trapped 
under the teering 
column . La rry 
Steele helped to 

M ary land EM Ci ti zen Award 

le erag the dri­
ver' eat back, 
while apt. Jone 
went h ad-fir t 
through an open­
ing in th wind­
shield on the pa -
senger 's ide. In 

ap t. Jone ' 
words: " After ru1 
eterni ty of twis ting 
and pulling the 
driver ' leg , l was 
able to free them 
at w hich point 

rgeant ottingham 

(L-RJ Dr. Robert Bas5 (M l[MS C.n'C1t l111e Director), Larry teele, Dr. 
R1clznrd Alcorta ( late EMS Mrdical Director), G Paul Co tti11glia111 , 
Chief /11/in Fra::ier ([MS Board & Balt111wre City firr Dept.), /oa1111e 
and Ld Sclraffer, apt. Dav irl / 011 es, Ensign foli11 McGowan, Karen 
Poe (Gmwnor's Offiet' of Commullll!f Affairs), Gem? Wortlw 1gton 
(Presuit'll l, Maryla11d State firr111en '5 Associali1m ). 

Emergency M edical Dispatcher of tl1e Year Award 
(L-RJ Dr. Robert Bass (Ml[MSS Executive Director) , Knren Poe 
(Go1•emor's Office of Co11111111mty Affairs!, Chief John frn::1cr <EM 
Board & Baltimon' City fire Dept.!, William Ki11g, Dr. R1cl111rd Alcorta 
( /air CMS Med1ml Director), and Grill' Wort l111 1gto11 (!'resident , 
Marvla111i State I in•men's Assoc111flon). 
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Emergency Medical 
Dispatcher of the Year 
Award 

On the evening of ovember 20, 
2002, a ca ll was rec ived a t the 
Washington ounty 9-1-1 enter from 
a mother who fra nti ca lly repor ted tha t 
her 14-year-old on was choking on 
food and could not brea the. 
Emergency Specialis t Bill King 
an wered that 9-1-1 ca ll. After ga th r­
ing bas ic info rma ti on such as the 
addre , phone number, and U,e 
patient' problem, U1e call wa ent to 
his pa rb1er Bob Myerly fo r dispatd1 . 
Mr. King then used the ca lming tech­
nlg ues that he had learned in hl 
Emergency Medica l Dispa tch training 
to klllfully calm the mother so he 
could g ive her life-saving instructions 
to h lp her on. He told her exac tl y 
how to p rform abdominal thrusts on 
her on and on the fif th try, she 

EM Prov ider of the Year Award 

c sfull y di lodged the food . 
Boon boro Ambulance arrived on 

the cen hortl y thereafter and tran -
ported U1e 14-year-old to Washington 

oun ty Hosp ita l where he wa admit­
ted . Following ob erva tion, he was 
relea ed and ha since mad a fuU 
recovery. 

In addition to being named EMD 
of the Year by MIEMSS, Mr. King was 
cited by the Washing ton Cow1ty 
Boa rd of ommi sioners fo r making a 
difference in the lives of Wa hlngton 
COLm ty citi zen by hi ac ti on on 

ovember 20, 2002. 

EMS Prov ider of the Year 
Award 

Paramedic John H. Frank, EMS 
Provider of the Year recipient, has 
been an ac ti ve participant in 
Maryland' EMS sy tern for 20 year . 
Beginning in 1983 th rough 1987, he 
worked w iU1 Baltimore ounty uni t 

as an EMT, IV-tech, 
and ambulance 
lieutenant. Si.n ee 
he moved to 
Ga rrett Cow1 ty, he 
has been an inte­
gral force in the 
fire and re cue 
communi ty, pro­
vid ing lead rshi p 
and d irection to 

(L-Ri Dr. Rol1ert Boso (M JEMSS Exernlli>e Director), Karen Poe 
(Go1wnor's Office o Cumm11nit11 AJ!atrs), Cltitf John Fra:1er (£MS 
Board & Baltimore City Fire Dept.), Paramedic foli11 II. Tra11 k, Dr. 
Rtclwrd Alcorta (State EMS Medical Dtrector), and Gc11e Wortltinxton 
(President, Man1land Stale Firemen 's Associatio11) . 

the orthern 
Garrett Re cue 
Squad as a li eu­
tenant, chief, and 
ad va nced li fe sup­
port coordina tor. 
Certified a a 
Maryland and a 

EM Prov ider of the Year 
IL /{ ) Dr. Robert Bass (Mil M55 Exm1/ipe Director), Karrn Poe 
IG01>crnor's Office of Comm1111ity Affairs), Clue[ /oltn Frazier (EMS 
Board fr Baltimore City I ire Dept .), Paramedic Tern1 . hook, Dr. 
Richard Alcorta ($/ate EMS Medical Director), and Gene Wortl1111xton 
IPrcs1dc11/ , Mar11land late f1rc111c11 's Assoc1at1011). 

a ti na l Registry 
Paramedic, he till 
average 300-400 
runs a y ar, 
demonstrati.ng the 
highe t levels of 
excellenc in 
pa hen t care. 

Mr. Fra nk 
i well known for 
his work in earch 
and rescue. He 
served a chi f of 
the State Forest 
and Park ervice's 

ea rch and Re cue 
team fo r the past 8 

yea r . In th is ro le, he ha provided 
d irec tion, coord ina tion, and imple­
menta ti on of team functions in more 
than 60 sea rch and re cue mission 
involving lo t persons, wi.ft wa ter 
rescue, and recovery of deceased indi­
viduals. He also serves as a certified 
EMS/ ear h-a nd-re cue in tructor 
prov iding cour e to fir t re ponder 
and other ta ff in such ar as as CPR, 
swift wa ter re cue, and AED trainin g. 
He has received several Stat Forest 
and Park Service va lo r awards, as well 
as Governor 's cita tions for search and 
rescue and EMS e ffort U1a t re ulted in 
the avi.ng of lives during evere win­
ter wea ther, flood, and re pon e to 
individual life-Uuea tenlng events such 
a ATV injuries, hunting injuries, and 
wa ter-rela ted em ergencie . [n fa ct, he 
wa involved with everal re cue 
op ration during ULis year 's blizzard, 
when Ga rrett Collll ty rece ived more 
than 50 inches of now tha t virtua lly 
brought o U1er respon e lllli t to a ha lt. 

All of Mr. Frank' work in EMS is 
complete ly vo luntary, and man y of U1.e 
programs tha t h now coordinate 
were tarted U1rough his own initia­
tive. The ame a ttention to deta il and 
compa ion that marks 11.is work in 
EMS pa tient care extends to his "paid" 
job. For the past 5 years, he ha 
worked a a fo ren ic inves tiga tor for 
the Office of U1e Chief Medica l 
Exa miner. 

EMS Provider of the Year 
Terry Shook, EMT-P wa recog­

nlzed with the EMS Provider of the 
Year Award for more Ulan 40 yea r of 
ac ti ve leader hip in regional and 
statewide E S actlvities, and e pecial­
ly fo r developing a Quality Assurance 
Prog ram in Fr derick Collll ty. Hi 
involvement in EMS goes back to the 
1950s when, a a yo llllg ter, he often 
accompanied hi dad when hi fa U1er 
d rove Thurmont' fi r t ambulance. He 
"officialJy" ta rted rLmning calls when 
he was 16. He took EMT trai.nlng as 

on as it was ava ilable. He was al o 
one of the fi rs t cardiac rescue techni­
cians in Frederick Coun ty and one of 
it fir t pa ramedics to be ce rtifi d by 
both Maryland and the a tiona l 
Registry. 

For the past 40 yea rs, he ha 
remained active in Maryland' EM 

(Continued 011 pnge 9) 



(Co11ti1111ed from page 8) 

y t m. He continues to an wer ambu­
lanc calls, has h Id e ery office i.n hi 
ambulance company, and ha repeat­
edly held both the office of chief and 
pre ident many ti.rn . He ha devel­
oped Thurmont Community 
Ambulance ervice into a very o rga­
niz d, re pensive, re pected organiza­
tion tha t ha received numerou 
award . He ha al o vvorked consi -
tently within Frederick ounty to 
en.hance and improve EM service 
county-wide. He ha served as the 
pr id nt of the Frederick County 
Vi lunteer Fire and Re cue 
A ociation, providing over ight on 
a ll EMS, fire, and rescue service in 
Frederick County. H i currently 
ervi11g a th Chairman of the coun-

ty' EM ommitt , a po ition h 
previou l erved, which ver ee a ll 
the volunteer operation in Frederick 
County. 

Outstanding EMS Program 
Award 

The Harford ounty Sheriff' 
AED Program won this year's 
Outstanding EMS Program Award . 

On July 14, 2002, an n -year-old 
boy nearly drown d in a wimming 
pool at a umrner camp. Th young­
ster was climbing th Jadd rout of the 
pool when he sudd nJy fell backward 
and tarting i.11.king to the bottom. 
Deputy Brad Crossley and Deputy 
Chri Gibbon , from the Harford 
County h riff's D partm nt which 
participate in th Maryland Facility 
AED Program, re pond d to the 9-1-1 

011t tn11di11g EM Progrnm Awnrd 
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call. When th y arrived at the camp, 
they f und camp taff member per­
forming CPR on the yow1g boy. ince 
he did not have a pul e, the deputi 
r tri ved the automated external 
defibrilla tor that they carried in their 
ca r and deliv red on hock to the 
boy. This restored the boy' pul e and 
he began breathing again. 

The 11-year-old patient was then 
trea ted by EM provider of the 
Darlington Volunteer Fire Company 
and flown by Maryland State Polic 
med- ac h licopter to the p diatric 
trauma unit at th Johns Hopkin 
Children's enter. Later r ports indi­
ca ted that the boy received a complete 
medical and cardiac valuation and 
that the cau of hi collap wa ud­
den ca rdiac arrest due to an undiag­
no ed pre-exi ting h art condition . 

Thi i an e ample of how the 
Chain f Survival can ave live wh n 
implemented properly. The camp taff 
initiated the fir t two link in the 
chain by calling 9-1-1 and beginning 
CPR. Through voluntary participati n 
in a public acce defibrillation pro­
gram, the Harford ounty heriff' 
deputie were able to provid ea rly 
defibrillation, the third link in the 
cha in of survival, and convert th 
boy' heart back to a normal rhythm . 
Finally, the chain wa completed when 
the Darlington Fire ompany, th 
Maryland tate Polic M provider , 
and the pediatric trauma center staff 
a t the John hildren' enter provid-
ed th boy the advanced le el of ca re 
and access to th re urces he n ed d 
to diagno e and treat hi c ndition. 

Quality in EMS Award 
E T John Hard ing, who not 

only beli ve that EMS mak a differ-
nce but i commi tted to the fact that 

it can be proven and i.rnproved, 
received thj y ar' Quali ty in EMS 
Award. 

0 r the pa t 15 yea r , Mr. 
Hardi11g has provided quality em r­
gency patient ervice and organiza­
tional leader hip in the Maryland and 
Wash ington, D area. A a past chief 
of Laurel Volw1teer Re cue Squad and 
current volunt er member, he ha pro­
vided quality care and leader hip to 
the citizens of Prince Georg ' ounty. 
As the Administrative Direct r for th 

enter for Ho pita! Based Specialties 
a t Children's ationa l edical Center, 
hi commihn nt to quality services i 
econd to non . However, it i hi 

quality manag ment experti e and 
willingne to hare with th 
Maryland EM community tha t et 
him apart from hi peer . 

A vice-chairper on of th 
Regional / Juri dictional Quality 
Impro ment ommittee, he ha pro­
vided leadershjp, organization, and 
direction to a diver e group. a ke 
facul ty memb r of the Team E pro-
gram, Mr. Harding ha merged quality 
management theory with li fe applica­
tions, r ulting in an effective et of 
educational pr gram from which all 
EMS l ader hip can b nefit. II EM 
provid r , regardle s of their level or 
title, can learn from hi clinical and 

MS pro ider per onal experif>nce . 

(Co11ti1111ed 011 pnge 10) 

Q11nlity i11 M ward 
(I IV Dr. Robat Bass (A 1IEMSS /.\ernt11•e Drrcctor), Karc11 Poe 
(Gcn>anor's Office of Co1111111111it11 Affair,), C111tf /oh11 l m::1er (l-.M'> 
Board[.- Ba/t1111orc Cit11 ftrt' Dept.), Dep11ty /iris Gibbo11 am/ 
Dep11ty Brad rosslry (bo t Ii 11sed tlie A ED to s11cces :/111/11 re1•ive n 
yo 1111g boy who 11enrl 11 drow11ed), Dr Richard Alcorta (<,fate LMC:. 
Mcd1cnl D1rector), 1111d Gene \Vortl1111gftm ( I'rcsid1•111 A111r.lf/ll11tl Stal1 

II R.) Dr. Ro/Jeri Bas> (A1/Ei\1SS L n•rnln•c Vtrt'Clor), Karen Poe 
(Gol'cntor s Ofjiu· of Ccm111111111tc1 Afji11rs), Chit'{ /oh11 Fra:.icr lri\15 
Hoard {1 B11/l1111orc Cit11 fire Dt>l'I ), foli11 llartli11g Dr. !~1d11ml 1\lu>rta 
<State T M:i Mcd1cal Drrcclor), a11d Ge11e V1orthi11gto11 ll'rc,idml, 
A111rif/1111d State fin·111c11 ", A-sociatio11). 

T in•11u•11 's A"ociatmn). 
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Maryland EMS for Children 
Award 

Diane Lee, the Highway Safety 
oordinator for arrett ounty and a 

long-time advocate for cl1ild safety in 
R gion I, r c ived thi year' 
Maryland EMS for Children Award. 
She ha organized a cadre of fi e child 
afety at in p ctors and more than 

30 technician . Safety seat inspections 
are conducted r gularly at the Garr tt 

ounty H al th Department. Other 
child afety activities include bike hel­
m t educa ti ona l programs and injury 
pr v ntion . h also assists with 
Garrett ounty' " fter Prom" partie . 

Thi pa t year Diane applied for 
and received an EMS for Children 
grant to fLmd the Maryland Virtual 
Em rgency Re ponse Sy tem for the 
Garr tt ounty school system, one of 
five pilot programs for the state. 

EM fo r Children Awnrd 

Leon W. Hayes Award for 
Excellence in EMS 

George Delaplaine, Jr., was hon­
ored with the Leon W. Hayes Award 
for Exce llence in EMS. Mr. D laplai ne 
ha upport d EMS fo r 29 years, a 
pa t memb r of the stat wide EM 
Board and the Mid-Maryland M 

dvi ory ouncil and as pre ent 
member of th tatewide EMS 

dvi ory ouncil and the Mid­
Maryland EMS Ad vi ory ounci.l. Mr. 
Delaplaine fir t joined the Mid­
Maryland EMS Advisory Council 
when it wa created in 1974. He has 
actively participated in the Council, 
attending almost every meeting for 
the pa t 29 years. During this time, he 
has served in very leadership po i­
tion on this Council, including that of 
presid nt. In addi tion, he ha erved 
term on the Maryland EMS Board 
and has been the Region II EM 

dvisory ouncil repre entative to 
the Statewide 
EM Advisory 
CowKil (or S M­
SAC) ince that 
organization was 
created. He cur­
rently erve as 
the chairman of 
the SEM AC 
Regional Affair 
Committee. 

(L-RJ Dr. Robert Bass (M l EM S [xernti i>c Director), Knrcn Poe 
!Goi>emor's Office of Co1111111111ity Affarr-;), C/11rf /0'111 rrn:ia !EMS 
Hoard & Bnlt1more Citr/ Fire Ot71t. ), Dia11e Lee, Dr /~1clwrd Alcorta 
(State EMS Medical Director), and Gene Wort/1111gto11 (President, 
Maryland State rrre111en 's Association) 

As the CEO 
and COO of sev­
eral multi-million 
dollar corpora­
tions, Mr. 

D laplaine' managerial and busines 
experti e ha been an in aJuabl ass t 
to Region [J 's Ad isory Council. For 
exa mple, when Washington ounty 
Hospital t mporarily do edit trauma 
center last summer, hi bu in 
experti se helped him to under tand 
and evalua te this si tuation a both the 
hospital and trauma surgeon pre ent­
ed their issues. He was able to tran -
la te the i sue into laymen's term to 
help the tate legislators under tand 
the huge impact that the los of thi 
tra uma center had on local re ident . 

The Leon W. Hayes Award 
for Excellence in EMS 

Elaine Wedding, who received 
th Leon W. Hayes Award for 
Exce llence in EMS, currently h Id 
the record as Maryland's olde t prac­
tici.ng paramedic. She regularly ch d­
ul s herself for a t leas t one hift a 
week on the Char les County Medic 
Unit. Elaine' career and ervice to 

MS have panned over half a c ntu­
ry. t age 10, she was providing care 
to other children in the orphanage 
where he and her brother grew up. 
As a teenager, he received her fir t­
aid certificate and began to ser ice her 
community. Mrs. Wedding is a nur e 
by trade but has served as an active 
v ILmteer, EMS provider for more 
than 50 years. She is known aero the 
tate for her active role in EM educa­

tion and quality management in 
outhern Maryland and beyond. 

As advanced life upport coordi-

(Conti11ued 011 pnge 11) 

Leon W. Hnyes Awn rd for Excellence i11 CM 
(L RJ Or. Robert Bass (MlEMSS [xcrntlz•e Orreclor), Karen Poe 
(Gol'cmor \ Office of Co111m1111it11 Affairs), Clnef /olrn Frn:1cr (EMS 
Board{.,- Ba//1111ore Cr/111-rre Dept.), George B. Delaplaine, f r. , Dr. 
Rrclwrd Alcorta (State EMS Medical Director), and Grne Wortlringto11 
!President , Mar11land State rm'1111!n's Associat1onJ. 

(L~ R) Dr Robert Ba. s (M ll:MSS Eternli!'e Director), Karm Pot! 
(Govemor's Office of Co111n11111it11 Affairs), Clrief Jolin Fra:ier ( EA1S 
Board & Ba//1111orc City Fm• Dept.), Thomas Edw ards (Vice- President, 
Clrarb County Vo/1111tt>er Firemen 's A>sociation), Clrief David fenki11s 
<Clrief, Charles County EMSJ, Maj. Marc Baslroor (Pr111ce George's 
Co1111111 Fire/EM Department), Or. Riclrard Alcorta (S tale EMS 
Medical Director) , a11d Gene \Vortl1111gton (President, Marylarrd tale 
frre111c11's Assocw//011). 
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nator for harle County, Mrs. 
Wedding has worked to develop new 
training program to meet the need 
of volw1teer EMS providers. In the 
m.id-1990 , she decided to return to 
college, and in 1997, he became the 
fir t gradua te of the Emergency 
Health Service program from Charle 
County Comm w1ity College, which is 
now the College of Southern Maryland. 

Mrs. Wedding has held man y 
po itions in her commw1ity, region, 
and across the s tate. She has served as 
th Quality As urance Tea m Leader 
for Charles County, Charles County 
EMS Council, and Region V represen­
tative to the Regional Juri dicti nal 
Quality Improvement Committee. 
Recently he wa re-elected as Chair 
of the Region V EMS Ad vi ory 
Council, and continues to serve as an 
active member of the Regional Affairs 
Committee and the ALS Committee of 
the Statewide EMS Ad vi ory Council. 

The MIEMSS Director's 
Excellence in EMS Award 

The Emergency Services of 
Charles County, Calvert County 
Volunteer Fire & Rescue Association, 
Charles County Volunteer Firemen's 
Association, Inc., Charl es County 
Association of Emergency Medical 
Services, Inc., St. Mary's County Fire 
Board Association, St. Mary's County 
Ambulance and Rescue Association, 
and Prince George's County 
Fire/EMS Department, received this 
yea r ' MIEMSS Director's Excellence 
in EMS Award for their calm and 
heroic re ponse to the chaos and dev­
as ta tion resulting from the tornado 
that truck Charles County la t yea r. 

One of the tronge t tornadoes in 
Maryland' histo ry struck the town of 
LaPla ta on April 28, 2002. ew arti ­
cles reported wind in th range of 
260 -318 miles per hour. The mayor of 
LaPlata compared the town to a "war 
zone." Many roof were torn off of 
building in residential, busines , and 
hopping areas. House had col.lapsed . 

Cars were flattened. Power line were 
torn, trees ripped and flipped over, 
and electr icity wa out. l~eport were 
pa s d along of thos trapped in 
hou e and in vehicle and of tho e 
m.iss ing. 

(Co11ti1111ed on page 12) 
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Maryland EMS Personnel at 
NAEMSP Meeting 

In the pa t, thi newsletter has 
d cribed participation by Maryland 
EMS in the proc edings of the 

a tional A ocia tion of EMS 
Physician ( AEMSP), including the 
presentation at its 2000 m eting of 
Caroline ounty EMS a the rw·al 
EMS Showcase. This yea r, Maryland 
EMS enthu iast again made a strong 
showing at the AEMSP annual 
meeting in Panama City, Florida in 
January. The in tallation of MIEMSS 
Executive Director Dr. Robert Bass a 

AEMSP President highlighted the 
week-long schedule of conference and 
pre-conference activiti es. 

In addition, Dr. Kathleen Brown, 
recen tly recruited emerg ncy m di.cine 
faculty at Children's ational Medical 

enter (C C) and a new Maryland 
resident, was named Chair of the 

AEMSP Pediatric Committee. The 
m eting featured strong repre entation 
by all levels of Maryland provider , 
including medical directors, training 
insh·uctor , supervi ory personnel, and 
both of the fellow (Dr. D naJd Alves 
and Dr. Sonia Callejas) from the EMS 
fellowship program at the Univer ity of 
Maryland Baltimore County / University 
of Maryland Medical System. 

In keeping with the tradition of 
Maryland's commitment to prehospi­
tal education, noted di as ter epidemi­
ologist and preparednes plarming 
expert Dr. Ri chard Bis ell discu sed 
community re ponse planning for 
bioterrori m. Dr. Bissell is Director of 
Graduate Studie , Department of 
Emergency Health Services at UMBC. 
Dr. Kathy Brown was al o an invited 
speaker addressing the Lmique aspects 
of providing prehospi tal care to 
infants, children, and adolesc nts. 

In an "add-on" session, two pre-
entati ons focu ing on the Maryland 

EMS sys tem re pon e to the October 
2002 snip r attacks were received by 
an enthusias ti c, overflow audience. 
The fir t, en titled "The Right Care 
When It ounts: EMS ystem 
Response to the Pediatric 11iper 
Victim," wa pre ented by Dr. Jo eph 
Wright, A ocia te State MS Medical 
Director fo r Pediatrics at MTEMS and 
A ociate Profes or of Pediatric , 
Emergency Med i ine, and 

Community Health at NMC. Dr. 
Wright described the circumstances, 
deta ils, and "golden hou r" timeli.ne 
surrounding the life-sav ing care 
received by the 13-year-old penetrat­
ing trauma victim who was shot out­
side his chool by the niper and wa 
tran ported to C C. Dr. Wright dis-
cu ed not only the unique y tern 
aspects of thi unusual case, but also 
the public health in1plica tion of coor­
dinated trauma respon e and ystem 
coordination. 

The econd lecture, entitled 
"Multipl Single Casualty Incident : 
Anatomy of a Day of Terror and 
Implica tions for an EMS Jurisdiction," 
dvonicled the 36-hour period during 
which Montgomery County Fire and 
Re cue S rvices (MCFRS) wa truust 
into the nationa l potlight and 
re ponded to six fatal shootings. The 
lecture was pre ented by Roger M. 
Stone, MD, M , University of 
MarylaJ1d academic faculty and 
Jurisdictiona l Medica l Director of 
M FRS, and Captain Michael Collins, 
NREMT-P, ALS Training Director a t 
the MCFRS Academy. They discussed 
the opera tional re pon es to the initial 
du ter of events, including th unified 
command concepts and provider afe­
ty i sue , a well a the planning and 
public hea lth implica tion of different 
types of EMS y terns dealing with 
uch an event. 

Other Maryland EMS physician 
in a ttendance included Deborah 
Davis, MD, MIEMSS Region IV 
Medical Director, Jason Win low, MD, 

hades CoLmty Jurisdictional Medical 
Director, and t phen Kotch, MD, 
Wa hington County Jurisdictional 
Medical Director. 

Dr. tone hopes that this ar ticle 
" erve a an appea l to all Maryland 
EMS phy icians and highest juri dic­
tional official to join AEMSP and 
thereby add th ms Ive to the grow­
ing rank of EM profe ionals nation­
wide who consider th voca tion of 
EMS medica l over ight worthy of its 
own recognized place in hea lth care." 
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Affiliation Requirement 
Last year, MIEMSS upgraded the Maryland Prehospita l 

Provider Regi try to track multiple affilia tion for each 
provider. ln Mar yland, affili a tion with an EMS opera tional 
prog ram (jurisdiction) i required for any EMT-B, CRT, or 
EMT-P who function a a provider. Affiliation with an EM 
opera tional p rogram is a l o required of firs t responder who 
are permitted to opera te automated externa l defibrilla tors 
(AEDs) in a ju risdiction. 

Provider are requ ired to notify MIEMSS of all opera­
tional program w ith w hich they are a functioning member. 
If a provider functions in more than ne juri d iction or com­
pany, he or he must have official affiliation documenta tion 
on file at MI MSS. Documenta tion of affilia tion i achiev d 
by completing the Maryland Emergency Services Student 
Applica tion Release and Affilia tion Form. This form can be 
obtained through the local ju risdiction . The fo rm can also be 
downJoad d under the Licensure & C rtifica tion form ec­
tion of the MfEM web ite (www.miemss.org). 

Fur thermore, if a provid r has a chan ge in name, 
addres , or affilia tion w ith an EMS opera tional program, he 
or he must notify the MlEMSS Office of Licensure and 
Certifica tion in writing wi thin 30 day . The change of infor­
mation form can also b downloaded under the Licen ure & 
Certifi cation form ection of the MIEM web site 
(www.miemss.org). The e requirements a re set forth in 

OMAR 30.02. 
If there are que tions r garding the affilia tion require­

ment or change of information requirement , p l ase contact 
the Office of Licensure and ertification at 800-762-7157. 

DATED MATERIAL 

EMS Awards (con't) 
(Co11ti1111ed from page 11) 

Thi was the cene that greeted fire, EMS, and re cue 
worker from Charles County and n arby Calvert, St. 
Mary's, and Prince George's cow1ti that re ponded a 
mutual aid units to the incident. Search crew group went 
hou e to house, searching the rubble for trapped ictims . 
Other emergency re ponse personn l triaged, trea ted, and 
tran ported the injured to hospital . ew rep ort tated 
that 80 p ople in Charle Coun ty were sent to a rea hospi­
tals, and 12 severely injured were taken to trauma centers. 

Go11cmor Robert L. [hr/tell, fr. 11rocln1111cd Maryla11d C. M Week Mal{ 
18-2-1 and Marylt111d E111crge11n1 Medical Sen•ices for Childn·11 (EMSC) 
Day Mav 21 /11 this 11hoto, Karen Poe.from tlie GoPemors Office of 
Co11111111111t11 Affairs, presents the /::MSC 11roc/amatio11 to MIEMSS 
fternt1l'e DireLlor Robert R. Bass, MD, at tlie Marl{laml Stars of Life 
Awards ccre111011y 011 Mm1 22. See pages 6-1"1 111;;ide for articles a11d pho­
tos of the EMS Award 11•111ners 
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