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MDERS Supports Maryland Region V Healthcare
Coalition's DisasterPiece 2026

REGIONAL COLLABORATION among first responder
agencies is essential to learning and coordinating with part-
ners to respond to a myriad of emergencies. The Maryland
Region V Healthcare Coalition, Inc. built upon previous
successful events to host DisasterPiece 2026 — All-Haz-
ards Health Public Safety Conference. The conference in-
vited participants from public safety, healthcare,

and public health to discuss preparedness and

resiliency to our region’s most pressing

issues. Due to robust regional relation-

ships, the Maryland-National Capital

Region Emergency Response System

(MDERS) assisted in the planning, lo-

gistics, and execution of this event.

Quickly evolving threats pose unique

challenges to first responders. These

challenges require novel approaches and

innovative thinking. Even more so, interdis-

ciplinary coordination is imperative as problems

may require an all-hands approach to effectively mitigate
threats. Recognizing the current and future risk environ-
ment, the Maryland Region V Healthcare Coalition, Inc.,
created the DisasterPiece Conference to gather subject mat-
ter experts (SMEs) from a wide range of disciplines, pro-
moting awareness and learn in a collaborative manner.

The conference was held at the Bethesda North Marriott
Conference Center in Montgomery County. Over the course
of two days, conferencegoers participated in sessions cov-
ering topics ranging from active shooter response, cyberse-
curity, volunteer management, and response efforts to the

2025 Potomac River mid-air collision. Keynote speakers
included Chief Tom Manger (Ret. Montgomery County
Police Department and U.S. Capitol Police) and Maryland
Department of Emergency Management (MDEM) Secre-
tary Russell Strickland. The conference also welcomed Jer-
maine Galloway, known as “Tall Cop”, to share insight on
current drug and alcohol trends in youth populations.
Participants were able to explore an exhibit ven-
dor hall and afforded ample time to network

and connect with peers.

From the inception of this event, MDERS

staff helped in the planning, promotion, and

implementation of the conference. MDERS

team members attended weekly meetings

to assist in curating an impactful agenda

and speaker list, design event logos, coor-

dinate travel arrangements, and support other

planning tasks. During the conference, MDERS

personnel staffed the registration table and support-

ed various logistical tasks. MDERS also set up an exhibit

table to highlight the organization’s accomplishments and

converse with regional partners about future planning and
support initiatives.

DisasterPiece was a resoundingly positive event that un-
derscores the National Capital Region’s strong partnerships
among first responder agencies. Valuable ideas and lessons
were shared throughout the conference, enhancing regional
preparedness and response efforts. MDERS is eager to sup-
port future events that will foster continued interdisciplinary
and interjurisdictional collaboration among stakeholders. %



Maryland EMS News

ON AUGUST 4, 2026, EMS clinicians joined police and other emergency response personnel
in communities across Maryland for National Night Out.

The annual community-building campaign promotes community partnerships and camaraderie
to make neighborhoods safer, more caring places to live. It also provides opportunities to bring
emergency responders and neighbors together under positive circumstances.

Learn more about National Night Out at https://natw.org/.

[Photos: Carroll County Dept. of Fire and EMS (top left), Cecil County DES (top right), Charles County Rescue Squad
(middle), Reisterstown Volunteer Fire Company (bottom left), and St. Mary s County DES (bottom right)]
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Building stronger connections between Maryland’s emergency responders
and the communities they serve.
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Maryland EMS News

Participants learn proper harness-adjustment techniques.

Child Passenger
Safety Program

NUMEROUS MARYLAND HOSPITALS
were recognized for their voluntary partic-
ipation in MIEMSS’ emergency car seat
distribution program on June 10, 2026, at
MIEMSS Headquarters in Baltimore. While
onsite, hospital staff received didactic and
hands-on training in selecting the appropri-
ate car seat, adjusting the harnesses to fit the
child, and helping the caregiver complete the
waiver form.

To learn more about this program, contact

cps@miemss.org. %
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As this misuse exercise demonstrates, a 4-year-old is too
small and young to be in a backless booster! (In this case,
a forward-facing harnessed car seat would be safest.)

Does the public stop by your fire station for
help with their car seat? Do you have a Child
Passenger Safety Technician (CPST) on staff
and available? Most stations do not, so be ready
to refer the public appropriately. A new
resource is available for fire and rescue stations:

a 4" x 6" sticker to affix near the phone or front

desk that refers the public to the local CPST
or to Maryland Kids in Safety Seats. An 8.5" x

11" laminated version is also available. To obtain

these free stickers, contact cps(@miemss.org.

-

If the public stops by your station or calls

»>» Do not assist them unless you are a currently-certified
“Child Passenger Safety Technician™ (CPST).

»»» Refer them to your local CPST:

»»> OR refer them to Maryland Kids in Safety Seats for help.
Phone: 1-800-370-7328
Email: mdh kiss@maryland.gov
- Website: mdkiss.org
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for help with their car seat:
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An Eastern Shore EMS
Tradition since 1998
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Welcome to the Maryland EMS Interactive History Timeline, celebrating the 50th
Anniversary of the Maryland State EMS System. wl t h M I E M ss
We are currently accepting contributions — past, present, and future. To contribute 3 .
Events, Pictures, Documents, and/or.Videos, click the contribute button.below.and f We are CUFI‘enﬂy acceptmg
log in with your organizational/offcial e-mail address. | ol COﬂtI’IbUtIOﬂS - paSt present
ifyou have any issises, contact Us at history@miemssorg - and future. To contribute Events,
. Pictures, Documents, and/or Videos,
visit the website below or scan the QR code
and log in with your organizational/official
e-mail address.
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