
 

International Walk To School 

Day October 7, 2009  

 
 

The Safe Kids Walk This Way program reaches a 10-year 
milestone, thanks to support from FedEx  

 

Hundreds of Children Join Safe Kids Coalitions across Maryland on  
International Walk to School Day 

 

On Wednesday, Oct.  7, 2009, Safe Kids Coalitions members, FedEx Corporation volunteers, Safe 
Routes To School teams will join parents, educators and children to raise awareness of pedestrian 
safety on International Walk to School Day. This year, we ask your support to teach children who visit 
your emergency department about safe pedestrian behaviors, as well as how to identify pedestrian 
hazards, as they walk to and from school. As one out of every three child pedestrian deaths occurs 
between 3 and 7 p.m., it is especially important for children to learn pedestrian safety tips that will help 
make them safer as they walk home from school in the afternoon. While pedestrian safety is an hourly 
and daily issues, on Internati onal Walk to School Day you have a unique opportunity for children and 
families to learn safe pedestrian behaviors that will help keep them alive and injury-free as they walk to 
and from school.  

Tips for Teaching Children How to Be Safe Pedestrians 
 

 
Children under 10 should never cross the street alone. Hold the hand of an adult when crossing 

 
Older children should always cross streets at the corner, using traffic signals & crosswalks  

 
Stop at the curb or the edge of the road before crossing the street. 

 
Wear bright�£colored clothing during the day.  

 
At dawn, dusk or in bad weather, carry a flashlight & wear retro reflective materials. 

 
Walk facing traffic, as far to the left as possible, when sidewalks are not available. 

 
Do not play in driveways, unfenced yards, streets or parking lots. 

 
Do not run into the street or run while crossing. 

 
Children should never walk without adult supervision at night. 

 
Cross the street at least 10 feet in front of a school bus. 

 
REMEMBER: Look left, right and left again for traffic before crossing. Continue to look while crossing. 
Watch for cars that are turning or backing up. Make eye contact with drivers before crossing in front of 
them. DonÕt assume that because you can see the driver, the driver can see you. 
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